Towcester Church of England Primary School
September 2026 Newsletter

We will send the childrren out, as Noah did the dove (Genesis 8:8-12),
having nurtured and prepared them for life. Knowing that they are

valued, they can fly and take the values of the school out into the world.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the 2026-27 academic year
We're absolutely delighted to welcome everyone back to Towcester CofE Primary School for
what promises to be an exciting and enriching new academic year! It's been such a joy to see
the children and their families returning to school, and we extend a particularly warm and
heartfelt welcome to our new EYFS intake and their families as they begin their exciting
educational journey with us. We've been truly impressed by how the children have settled
back into school life — they've already been demonstrating our school values of compassion,
wisdom, hope, fellowship, thankfulness and courage; whether it's showing compassion to a
new friend, displaying courage in trying something new, or expressing thankfulness for the

opportunities they have, it's wonderful to witness these values coming to life each day.

Over the summer months, our site team has been incredibly busy refreshing and enhancing
our learning spaces. All of our Key Stage 2 and EYFS classrooms have been painted and have
new flooring, creating bright and welcoming spaces that are ready to inspire learning and
creativity. You may also have noticed our new pond. This exciting addition to our grounds

will be planted up to encourage biodiversity on site.

This newsletter is packed full of news, updates and dates for the many events and activities
taking place throughout this term. We very much hope you'll be able to join us for some of
them.

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the newsletter, please do contact your child’s class

teacher in the first instance or email the school office office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Kind regards,

Sally Beaton, Headteacher


mailto:office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

A warm welcome to our newest school family members!

K
We're thrilled to officially welcome our new EYFS children and their A :
families to Towcester CofE Primary School this week! I Hn‘phﬁ

Please join us in celebrating this special milestone by attending our o % * ¢ 4
Celebration Assembly on Friday 11th September at 9am, where we'll |'p

give all our new Early Years families a proper Towcester welcome.
Please stay for refreshments with your child after the assembly. We can't wait to see you there as we
come together as one school family!

Welcome to our new members of staff!

We are saying welcome to our new members of staff:

Mrs Chamberlain who is going to work mainly in Year 5 and 6

Miss Molins who is going to be teaching Spanish to the Key Stage 2 children
Mrs Bodily working in EYFS

Mrs Smith who will be supporting in Year 3 and 4

Mrs Khan who will be supporting in Year 5 and 6

Please join me in making everyone feel very welcome!

ME E"I_J" We're excited to welcome you to our Class
‘Meet the Teacher’ Sessions!
000000 ceoco0o0e®

teacher and support staff, discover what exciting topics
and learning adventures await in the curriculum, and get
the inside scoop on daily routines, timetables and

expectations for the year ahead.
We can't wait to see you there and share what makes this year special for your child!

These sessions are your chance to meet your child's class

The sessions are scheduled as follows:

EYFS: Wednesday 16" September, 9:15-10am in your child’s classroom.

EYFS & KS1 (Years 1 and 2): Monday 28™" September, 3-3.30pm in your child’s classroom.
Lower KS2 (Years 3 and 4): Wednesday 23 September, 3-3.30pm in your child’s classroom.
Upper KS2 (Years 5 and 6): Monday 215t September, 3-3.30pm in your child’s classroom.

Please do come and join us!

If you are unable to attend, the information from the sessions will be shared on Class Dojo.




Classrooms Makeover!

The Key Stage 2 and Early Years Foundation Stage classrooms have been transformed over the
summer! Each space has been freshly painted and fitted with new flooring, creating bright, welcoming
environments that are ready to inspire learning and creativity.

Our Key Stage 2 classrooms now feature fresh walls and our signature school blue carpet, whilst our
EYFS setting has been fitted with hard-wearing, practical wooden flooring — perfect for our youngest
learners' active exploration and play.

It’s rewarding to see the children already enjoying these wonderful new learning spaces!
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Are you looking for a Reception place for
BE PART OF = = ! !

September 2027°?

We're delighted to invite prospective families to
join us for open school tours:

Wed 30" Septmber 9:30-11am

Thur 22" October 9:30-11am

Wed 9" Nov 6-7pm

Tue 12" January 9:30-11am

%u're invited, to our
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Tour

Is your child going to start
school in September 2027?

We highly encourage prospective parents to
join one of our In-Action Tours, held during
normal school hours, to see how our children
are nurtured to grow and flourish academically
and personally.

Seeing the school ‘in action’ is by far the
best way to get an impression of our
tucked-away premises and a feeling for
how well our provision and ethos may
match your values and aspirations.

Join us during the school day:

Wed 30th September
9:30-T1am

A Thu 22nd October
) 9:30~Mam

% Tue 12th January
9:30~-Mam

Or join us in the evening:

Wed 9th November
6—7pm

Call or email the office to book your place

L 01327 350332 |

=« office@towcester.pdet.org.uk

These tours are a wonderful opportunity to see
our school in action, meet our staff, and discover
what makes Towcester CofE Primary School
special.

Key dates for your diary:
e Applications open: 10 September 2026
e Application deadline: 15 January 2027

If you know any families who might be interested,
we'd love to welcome them to visit us:




Summer Reading Challenge: Well done and Keep going!

e Keading Chasienge 2056

Brilliant work, readers!

A huge well done to everyone who took part in this year's Summer Reading
Challenge! We're incredibly proud of all the reading you've done over the
holidays.

Completed the challenge?

If you've finished, don't forget to bring your certificate and/or medal into school to show your class
teacher. You'll earn an extra 10 Dojo points as a reward for your fantastic effort!

Still working on it?

There's still time to get involved! Pop down to Towcester Library to join in the fun and complete your
challenge. Keep up the brilliant reading, everyone!

b - READ:-BEAT

r
\ >\- our achievement! ¢, | achieved the prestigious Eco-Schools Green Flag

\We are proud to have achieveq the

gco-Schools Green Fi, Award with Distinction!
with Distinctions 9

iﬁ'F! We're delighted to announce that we have

This is a wonderful achievement that reflects the outstanding work
led by Mrs Malaj and our dedicated Eco-Council throughout the
last academic year. We were thrilled to receive the award, and
even more pleased that our efforts were recognised with a
distinction. This success is testament to the commitment of our

e iihrpe Bl pupils, staff, and wider school community in making our school
e e =\l more environmentally sustainable. Well done to everyone who has

2\ played their part in achieving this fantastic milestone —we should

all be incredibly proud!

Together, we learn. Together, we care. Together, we make a difference.

Nut Free School OPAL Parent Play Training and Session

We're delighted to invite you to a special afternoon to
discover more about OPAL play at Towcester CofE Primary
School.

Join us at 1pm on Thursday 17th September for an exciting
opportunity to:

Learn about OPAL play - Our OPAL play consultant will
explain what your children do during playtime and why it
matters. You'll discover how child-led play helps develop
creativity, problem-solving skills, and resilience.
Experience it first-hand - After the training session, you're
invited to join your child for a play session on our school
grounds. See for yourself the wide range of activities
available and watch how your child explores, creates, and
learns through play.

This is a wonderful chance to understand the thinking
behind our playtime approach and to share in the fun and
learning your child experiences every day.

We are a nut-free and anaphylaxis
aware school

Please could we ask that our community
are mindful of those children who have
allergic reactions, some severe, to nuts.

We ask that when selecting items for
your child’s lunchbox that you choose
nut-free options. Please avoid using
sandwich fillers such as peanut butter
or Nutella as these pose a directrisk to
pupils with allergies.

Your consideration and support enables
us to keep all of our children safe in
school. Thank you for your support.




lubs

We are continuing to offer a number of clubs this coming term. The unhighlighted clubs are on offer
for free and led by staff at school. These can be booked through Arbor.

Green highlighted clubs are booked and paid for through freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-
clubs/.

Blue highlighted are booked privately — contact the school office for more information

Before school Lunch time After school

_ Young Voices Codimg Club

12-12.30 3.30-4.30

Tuesday

Year 2-6 Choir

S -
Miss Buckland

12-12:30

Orchestra 3.45-4.45pm
Thursday (child must be having | Strictly Kids Dancing

music lessons) (Year 3-6 max of 20)

with Miss Buckland



https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/
https://freestylegroup.co.uk/event-list/term-time-clubs/

School Uniform

Please remember, we want our children to wear their school badge with pride and for people to look at
our pupils and their first impression be - WOW—these children really represent Towcester Primary
School well!

School uniform expectations are as follows:
Black or grey trousers or skirt
A plain white polo-shirt or shirt, with school logo if possible
A blue school jumper or cardigan, with school logo if possible
Black or grey socks
Smart, closed-toe black leather shoes. No trainers or astros please

During warmer months:
e Blue and white summer dress
e Smart black or grey shorts

We ask that long hair is kept neatly tied back during school time

Simple headbans may be worn in school colours

Do not send your child into school wearing large bows, clips, sctunchies or headbands
Please save adding hair colours, dyes and shaved in shapes for the summer holidays

Blue or white Towcester badged T-shirt

Clack shorts, leggings or jogging bottoms

Trainers

In cold weather, children may wear a plain, dark coloured sweatshirt or hoodie

Pre-loved School Uniform

Have you visited our pre-loved school uniform stand in our reception area? You are welcome to come
in and have a browse. Allitems sold raise funds for FOTOPS with a minimum donation of £1.

Change to PE kit Arrangements

We've made a small change to help your children get the most out of their PE lessons. From now on,
children should come to school wearing their PE kit on PE days. This means they'll be ready to start
their lesson straight away, without needing to get changed beforehand or afterwards. By saving this
time, we can ensure children spend longer being active, playing, and learning new sports skills. We
believe this will help make PE lessons even more enjoyable and beneficial for all our pupils.

Look out for a message from your child’s class teacher on Dojo
regarding your child’s PE days.




School Term Dates and Holidays

This term we will continue monitoring attendance, punctuality and absence closely.

We believe that ‘every lesson counts’
and encourage regular attendance at
school. We have high expectations of
our children just as you have high
expectations of us; these expectations
cannot be met if your child is frequently
absent or late.

We ask that you avoid booking holidays
during term-time. Our term dates are
published on the website a year in
advance giving ample notice of holiday
periods. Any holiday in term time will be
treated as unauthorised absence and
will be taken into account when referring
parents and families to the Education
Welfare Services. We will refer families
to the Local Authority to consider
administering Penalty Notices for non-
school attendance when holidays are

taken during term-time. 100% Attendance = 100% Chance

If your child’s attendance drops below 95%, we will notify you and work with you to ensure that

their attendance rate increases. Our target for every child is an attendance rate of above 96%.

If your child’s attendance drops below 90%, they will be classified as a ‘persistent absentee’. We will
work with you to set targets to improve their attendance, but if attendance rates don’tincrease
within the timescales that are set, we have a duty to report the absence to the County Attendance
Team. A Penalty Notice Warning may be issued which could result in a fine or further legal action
through the courts.

Our school gates will close promptly at 8.50am as this is when our school bell goes to mark the start
of the school day. Please allow ample time to arrive, park (if driving) and drop your children safely at
school. Children arriving after 8.50am will need to enter school via the main school office. If your
child is regularly late, we will contact you to offer support as important learning takes place from the
very start of the school day.

Good attendance at school gives your child the very best opportunity to flourish, please support
them in this by ensuring that they are in school every day that they are well enough to be.

If you need any support with your child’s attendance, please do contact us through the school office.
We will be more than happy to help.




Our School Parents and Family News

A very warm welcome back to all our families after the summer holidays!

I hope you've all had a lovely break and enjoyed some special time together. The
start of a new school year often brings a mix of emotions for children and families
— excitement, anticipation, and sometimes a few nerves too. Whatever this term
brings, please remember that you're not alone.

I'm here to help

As your Family Support Worker, I'm here to offer a listening ear, practical support and guidance to help
your family navigate any challenges that may arise. Whether you'd like to talk about your child's
wellbeing, settling into routines, behaviour, attendance, family circumstances, or simply need
someone to chat to, please don't hesitate to get in touch. Let's work together to make this a positive
and happy year for our children, helping them feel safe, supported and ready to learn.

What's coming up
Weekly drop-in:
o Wednesday ‘hot drink to go’ on the Bandstand from 8.40am — pop along for a chat and meet
other parents
Workshops (places are limited — email me to book):
o Parent Craft workshop — Tuesday 15th September, 9-11am
e Grow Cook Eat workshop — Monday 28th September, 9-11am
e Email: w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk
Family activities:
e Parent & Child baking — Thursday 24th September, 2-3.30pm (book on Arbor)
Macmillan Coffee Morning:
o Friday 25th September at 3pm
¢ We'd love to make this our most successful fundraiser yet! Please donate cakes (homemade or
shop-bought) by bringing them to school on Thursday 24th September

Wishing all our children and families a fantastic start to the new school year!

Kind regards,
Wendy McShane (Family Support Worker)
Parent Events:

Tue 15" September
9-11am

Thur 17" September Find out more about OPAL play and join in with an OPAL play session with
1-3:30pm your child

Wed 24" September |[Come alongto a ‘parent and child’ baking session to make healthy snacks
2-3:30pm led by Mrs McShane

Friday 25" September|Enjoy a hot drink and cake with family and friends whilst raising funds for
3:30-4:30pm McMillan Cancer Research

Monday 28t
September
9-11am

Friday 10" October
3:30-4:30pm

Come along to the Parent Craft Workshop with a focus on quilling

Grow Cook Eat Workshop — come along to learn how to cook healthy meals
for your family to enjoy

Enjoy a Harvest Supper Feast at school with (our now annual) family event.



mailto:w.mcshane@towcester.pdet.org.uk

Safeguarding and Wellbeing News

Safeguarding Team
Introducing our Safeguarding Team:

Mrs Clare Booth Mrs Sally Beaton Mrs Wendy McShane Mrs Wendy Grant
Deputy & SENCO Headteacher Family Support Worker Learning Mentor

NHS School Nurse

Did you know that every school has an NHS School Nurse team? We are a team of

Qualified School Nurses, Community Staff Nurses, Healthy Child Practitioners

and School Nurse Assistants. They work all year-round Monday to Friday (excluding Bank Holidays).
They are happy to provide information, advice, and guidance on a range of health needs from
reception to Year 13

They can be contacted:
By phone 0800 170 7055 option 4
Live Chat: https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/0-19
www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub
Chat Health (our text-based School Nurse messaging service) for parents and young people
aged 11 and over. Monday to Friday 8.30 -4.30 pm - 07507 329600
On “X” (was Twitter) SchoolNursesNHFT
You can also contact them for any school aged immunisation queries.
e Byphone: 0800 170 7055 option 5
e \Website: Children's resources, tips and advice hub | NHFT

MNorthamptonshire Healthcare NHS

>\ L‘\( l:‘_,‘ The Mental Health Support Team

We are incredibly proud to be a Mental Health Support Team School and
work closely with the HNS Mental Health Support Team. They deliver
», evidence-based interventions for mild-to-moderate mental health issues
- . forindividual children and/or their parents and have helped countless
children and families in the past two years. They deliver workshops for year groups, parents and staff.

If you are concerned about your child’s mental health, please speak to Mrs Booth.



https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/0-19
http://www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub
https://www.nhft.nhs.uk/childrenshub

Dates and Events for the Term Ahead
Autumn Term 2026

eek 2 - 7" September

ednesday 9"

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink To go

Friday 11t

9am Celebration Assembly

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

eek 3 -14" September

uesday 15™

10:30-12:30 Bumble of Honeywood visiting Year 2

9-11am Parent Craft Workshop in The Hive

ednesday 16™

9:15-10am Welcome to Early Years Parent Session

hursday 17

1pm OPAL Parent Play Training and session

Friday 18t

eek 4 - 21°* September

Monday 21

3-3:30 Meet the Teacher Y.5 & 6

ednesday 23"

8:40-9am Hot drink to go

3-3:30 Meet the Teacher Y.3 & 4

hursday 24"

2-3:30pm Parent and child baking session

Friday 25

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

eek 5 - 28" September

Monday 28th

9-11am Grow Cook Eat Cooking session for parents — all welcome

3-3:30 Meet the Teacher Y.1 & 2

ednesday 30™

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

3:45pm SLT Meeting

Friday 2™

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

3:30-4:30pm McMillan Coffee Afternoon

- 5% October

Monday 5™

Start collecting for Harvest Food Donations for Food Bank

Collective Worship: Black History Month

ednesday 7%

9:30am Whole School Harvest Service at St Lawrence

Friday 9

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

3:30-4:30pm Harvest Supper at school

eek 7 - 12" October

Food Chain to Food Bank this week

Monday 12t

Collective Worship: World Mental Health Day

ednesday 14"

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

Friday 16"

\World Mental Health Awareness Day — Hello Yellow Day

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

eek 8 - 19" October

uesday 20™

4-7pm EYFS-Y4 Parents Evening
3:30-7pm Y5&6 Parents Evening

ednesday 21

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

hursday 22™

9:30-11am: Reception Intake Open Day Session 2

4-7pm EYFS-Y4 Parents Evening
3:30-7pm Y5&6 Parents Evening

Friday 231

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

HALF TERM HOLIDAY

eek 1 -2" November

Monday 2"

INSET DAY

uesday 3™

Back to school for children

ednesday 4™

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

1:25pm M&M Productions: The Secret Garden (Year 6 workshop to follow)



Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

10:45am Remembrance Service

6-7pm: Reception Intake Open Evening Session

ednesday 11™

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

Friday 13t

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

eek 3-16" November
Anti-Bullying Week

Monday 16"

Anti-Bullying Day — Odd socks day

Collective Worship: Anti-bullying

ednesday 18™

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

hursday 19™

Open Book Story Time

Friday 20"

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

eek 4 - 23" November

ednesday 25"

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

hursday 26™

Collective Worship: C-Salt

Friday 27

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

Flu vaccinations

eek 5 - 30" November

ednesday 2™

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

Friday 4"

9:15am Christingle Service led by Yr 3 & 4 (refreshments after)

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

eek 6 - 7" December

uesday 8™

2:30pm EYFS Christmas Tableau to parents

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

ednesday 9™

Year 5 & 6 CSI Workshop with Giant Journeys

hursday 10™

10am EYFS to Derngate Theatre to see What the Ladybird heard

2pm Key Stage 1 Dress Rehearsal to Whole School, pre-schools & extended families

Friday 11t

Year 6 catch up swimming in afternoon

2pm Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance

eek 7 - 14" December

2pm Year 5 & 6 Christmas Carol Concert Dress Rehearsal to school

2pm Year 5 & 6 Christmas Carol Concert

8:40-9am Parent Hot Drink to Go

9:30am Christmas Church Service Yr 5 & 6 leading

hursday 17t
ery Christmassy Day

Very Christmassy Day — Christmas jumpers, lunch, Christmas Crafts and cards, Father
Christmas visit

2pm Sleeping Beauty PANTO for whole school

Friday 18

9am Last Celebration Assembly

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY BEGINS
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